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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-11 are pending in this office action. Claims 1, 9, 10, and 11 are the 
independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Feldman (US Patent 6,532,469). 

4. With respect to claim 1 , Feldman discloses a relation chart-creating program for 
creating a relation chart representative of relations between a plurality of documents 
(Feldman: Column 1, lines 44-54; Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Figure 
1; Figure 6), the program causing a computer to: 

analyze contents of each of the documents and extract feature elements 
including time information therefrom (Feldman: Column 1, lines 44-54; Column 2, lines 
43-48; Column 3, lines 1-6 and 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Column 7, lines 29-34 and 
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50-67); 

calculate a degree of relevancy between each document pair extracted from the 
documents, based on the extracted feature elements (Feldman: Column 3, lines 55-67; 
Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55); 

lay out objects indicative of the documents, along a time axis, based on the time 
information, and generate association lines for connecting between the objects of each 
document pair, depending on the calculated degree of relevancy (Feldman: Column 3, 
lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Column 8, lines 46-67; Column 9, lines 1-3; Column 
10, lines 64-67; Column 1 1 , lines 1-4; Figure 1 ; Figure 6); and 

display the relation chart composed of the objects and the association lines 
(Feldman: Column 4, lines 30-55; Figure 1; Figure 6). 

5. With respect to claim 2, Feldman discloses the relation chart-creating program 
according to claim 1 , wherein when the association lines are generated, the association 
lines between predetermined ones of the document pairs are discarded for thinning-out 
based on the degree of relevancy of the document pair without citation relationship 
(Feldman: Column 1, lines 57-61; Column 9, lines 4-34; Figure 6). 

6. With respect to claim 3, Feldman discloses the relation chart-creating program 
according to claim 1 , wherein when the association lines are generated, ones of the 
association lines between ones of the document pairs having the citation relationship 
are displayed in a form of display different from a form of display in which the others of 
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the association lines are displayed (Feldman: Column 2, lines 61-67; Column 3, lines 
29-32; Column 4, lines 30-55; Figure 6). 

7. With respect to claim 4, Feldman discloses the relation chart-creating program 
according to claim 1 , wherein when the objects indicative of the documents are laid out, 
at least ones of the objects indicative of the document pairs having relevancy are 
arranged along the time axis in an order based on the time information (Feldman: 
Column 2, lines 43-48; Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55; Column 

7. lines 29-34; Column 8, lines 46-67; Column 1 0, lines 64-67; Column 1 1 , lines 1-4; 
Figure 6). 

8. With respect to claim 5, Feldman discloses the relation chart-creating program 
according to claim 1 , wherein when the objects indicative of the documents are laid out, 
the objects indicative of the documents are arranged along the time axis in an order 
based on the time information (Feldman: Column 2, lines 43-48; Column 3, lines 55-67; 
Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55; Column 7, lines 29-34; Column 8, lines 46-67; Column 
1 0, lines 64-67; Column 1 1 , lines 1 -4; Figure 6). 

9. With respect to claim 6, Feldman discloses the relation chart-creating program 
according to claim 1, wherein when the objects indicative of the documents are laid out, 
the time axis is represented in basic units each corresponding to a predetermined time 
period, and the order along the time axis is preserved between objects indicative of the 
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documents belonging to different ones of the time periods (Feldman: Column 2, lines 
43-48; Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55; Column 7, lines 29-34; 
Column 8, lines 46-67; Column 10, lines 64-67; Column 1 1 , lines 1-4; Figure 6). 

10. With respect to claim 7, Feldman discloses the relation chart-creating program 
according to claim 1, wherein assuming that patent documents are inputted as the 
plurality of documents, in extracting the feature elements, dates of application are 
extracted as the time information (Feldman: Column 2, lines 43-48; Column 3, lines 55- 
67; Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55; Column 7, lines 29-34; Column 8, lines 46-67; 
Column 10, lines 64-67; Column 11, lines 1-4; Figure 6). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 8, Feldman discloses the relation chart-creating program 
according to claim 1 , wherein assuming that patent documents are inputted as the 
plurality of documents, in extracting the feature elements, dates of application and 
priority dates are extracted as the time information (Feldman: Column 2, lines 43-48; 
Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55; Column 7, lines 29-34; Column 
8, lines 46-67; Column 1 0, lines 64-67; Column 1 1 , lines 1 -4; Figure 6), and 

wherein when the objects indicative of the documents are laid out, if a date of 
application and a priority date have been extracted from a document, the priority date is 
regarded as the time information of the document (Feldman: Column 2, lines 43-48; 
Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55; Column 7, lines 29-34; Column 
8, lines 46-67; Column 10, lines 64-67; Column 11, lines 1-4; Figure 6). 
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12. With respect to claim 9, Feldman discloses a method of creating a relation chart 
representative of relations between a plurality of documents (Feldman: Column 1, lines 
44-54; Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Figure 1; Figure 6), comprising the 
steps of: 

analyzing contents of each of the documents and extracting feature elements 
including time information therefrom (Feldman: Column 1, lines 44-54; Column 2, lines 
43-48; Column 3, lines 1-6 and 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Column 7, lines 29-34 and 
50-67); 

calculating a degree of relevancy between each document pair extracted from 
the documents, based on the extracted feature elements (Feldman: Column 3, lines 55- 
67; Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55); 

laying out objects indicative of the documents, along a time axis, based on the 
time information, and generating association lines for connecting between the objects of 
each document pair, depending on the calculated degree of relevancy (Feldman: 
Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Column 8, lines 46-67; Column 9, lines 1- 
3; Column 10, lines 64-67; Column 11, lines 1-4; Figure 1; Figure 6); and 

displaying the relation chart composed of the objects and the association lines 
(Feldman: Column 4, lines 30-55; Figure 1; Figure 6). 

13. With respect to claim 10, Feldman discloses a relation chart-creating apparatus 
for creating a relation chart representative of relations between a plurality of documents 
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(Feldman: Column 1 , lines 44-54; Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1 -1 3; Figure 
1; Figure 6), comprising: 

feature element-extracting means for analyzing contents of each of the 
documents and extracting feature elements including time information (Feldman: 
Column 1, lines 44-54; Column 2, lines 43-48; Column 3, lines 1-6 and 55-67; Column 
4, lines 1-13; Column 7, lines 29-34 and 50-67); 

relevancy-calculating means for calculating a degree of relevancy between each 
document pair extracted from the documents, based on the extracted feature elements 
(Feldman: Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55); 

layout means for laying out objects indicative of the documents, along a time 
axis, based on the time information (Feldman: Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1- 
13; Column 8, lines 46-67; Column 9, lines 1-3; Column 10, lines 64-67; Column 11, 
lines 1-4; Figure 1; Figure 6); 

association line-generating means for generating association lines for connecting 
between the objects of each document pair, depending on the calculated degree of 
relevancy; and 

display means for displaying the relation chart composed of the objects and the 
association lines (Feldman: Column 4, lines 30-55; Figure 1; Figure 6). 

14. With respect to ciaim 1 1 , Feldman discloses a computer-readable recording 
medium that records a relation chart-creating program for creating a relation chart 
representative of relations between a plurality of documents (Feldman: Column 1, lines 
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44-54; Column 3, lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Figure 1; Figure 6), the program 
causing a computer to: 

analyze contents of each of the documents and extract feature elements 
including time information therefrom (Feldman: Column 1, lines 44-54; Column 2, lines 
43-48; Column 3, lines 1-6 and 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Column 7, lines 29-34 and 
50-67); 

calculate a degree of relevancy between each document pair extracted from the 
documents, based on the extracted feature elements (Feldman: Column 3, lines 55-67; 
Column 4, lines 1-13 and 30-55); 

lay out objects indicative of the documents, along a time axis, based on the time 
information, and generate association lines for connecting between the objects of each 
document pair, depending on the calculated degree of relevancy (Feldman: Column 3, 
lines 55-67; Column 4, lines 1-13; Column 8, lines 46-67; Column 9, lines 1-3; Column 
10, lines 64-67; Column 11, lines 1-4; Figure 1; Figure 6); and 

display the relation chart composed of the objects and the association lines 
(Feldman: Column 4, lines 30-55; Figure 1 ; Figure 6). 

Conclusion 

1 5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Kumar reference (US Patent 5,982,383) teaches about 
generating graphics charts. The Lavoie reference (US Publication 2005/0015716) 
teaches about a document change identifier. 
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